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Grapevine
Worship God. Equip Disciples. Love and Serve the World.

“For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday
when it is past, or like a watch in the night.”

IN THIS ISSUE

Psalm 90:4
A New Year’s Prayer:

THIS MONTH

Lord of all time and space,

EPIPHANY

You have brought us once more to the beginning of another year. When we
stop to think about it, we are awed by the mystery of the passage of time. Some
moments seem to stretch on for years and entire months pass in the blink of an
eye. But that’s the way time works when we worship and serve the Eternal God.

MISSION

FINANCIAL
REPORT &
SESSION NOTES

Our lives can sometimes feel like the Israelites’ meandering through the
wilderness: trudging through soft desert sand, worrying about not having
enough to eat, not knowing when we will finally arrive where we are supposed to
go and complaining the whole way. We are so busy, but we suspect our
busyness is a distraction necessary to protect ourselves from the notion that
our daily lives hold no meaning.
School us in the ways of your time, dear Lord. May we discover ways that our
daily tasks serve the purposes of your glorious kingdom. Draw us closer to the
love of Christ every day. Train our hearts to see your holy presence in the gift of
a surprise moment. Help us take time to rest, confident that the time created by
Christ’s resurrection is our only true time. Ground our daily living in the hope
that in your Son Jesus Christ, you have given us all the time in the world.
Amen.

This Month at YLPC
Upcoming Meetings:
Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.
Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays @ 10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays @ 3:00 p.m.
Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m.
Thursdays @ 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 15 & 29 @ 8:00 a.m.
Monday, January 3
Wednesday, January 5 @ 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 5 @ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 5 @ 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 8 9 - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 9 @ 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 9 @ 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, January 9 @ 11:30 a.m.
Monday, January 10 @ 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 11 @ 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, January 11 @ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 12 @ 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 12 @ 6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 17
Tuesday, January 18 @ 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, January 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 23 @ 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, January 25 @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 30 @ 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service
Youth Group (not meeting on 1/2)
Chair Yoga
Grieving Well Grief Support (not meeting 1/5)
TLC Bible study
Chancel Choir (not meeting on 1/2)
Men’s Group at Polly’s Pies
YLPC Office Closed
Blessed Connections by Zoom
Deacons’ Meeting
Worship Committee
Red Cross Blood Drive
Pajama Game Day
Single Ladies Brunch
C.E. Meeting
Caregiver’s Meeting
Priscilla Circle
Esther Circle
Mission Committee
Stewardship Committee
YLPC Office Closed
Lights of Los Ranchos by Zoom
Session Meeting
Deacon Sunday
Improv Drum Circle
Annual Congregational Meeting

Gathering Together
As we gather for worship, our priority continues to be loving our neighbors. In light of rising infection
rates, the State of California has reinstated the mask requirement for indoor gatherings, regardless
of vaccination status. Please wear a mask for worship and other indoor events or meetings. We will have
masks on hand for those who forget to bring one, and patio seating will continue to be available for
our worship services. We also continue to broadcast the service on FM radio so you can listen in your
car. Check with an usher to verify the station we are using for the week. Thank you for your
cooperation and our shared commitment to public safety.
Offering grace and hospitality as we love our neighbors is just a part of who we are.
If you have questions, feel free to call the church office.

Congregational Meeting
Please join us for our Annual Congregational Meeting which will be held on
January 30 after our worship service. This is an opportunity to celebrate God’s
faithfulness in the past year and to look forward to what 2022 holds.
The 2022 budget will also be presented.
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Epiphany
By Kim Wisnia

I have enjoyed walking my dog around the neighborhood this
last month. So many houses were adorned with lights. It has
brought me great joy! But slowly, those lights have started to
come down. It’s a little sad. The streets are dark again. The weather
has turned colder. I imagine the Magi. How dark and cold their
journey must have been. That is, until they saw the STAR and followed it.
Epiphany, the day after Christmastide or the 12 days of Christmas,
is traditionally celebrated in Christian churches on the first Sunday of
a New Year, between January 2 and 8. The day commemorates the
visit of the Three Magi to the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. Edward Hays
writes that it is a day to “bring peace and blessing to your home”
and to “ponder the larger home in which you live, our galaxy, which is
located in that vast and awesome neighborhood of the universe.”
So now that those artificial lights have dimmed, step outside and look up
at the over 200 billion stars that shine in our galaxy alone.
Pray, as the Magi did, in adoration of God.

Grieving Well
Free Grief Support Group sponsored by YLPC Deacons.
The loss of a loved one affects every area of your life.
Come and receive emotional and spiritual support by
gathering in a safe space with others who are experiencing
grief. Join us on Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. beginning
January 12. Rev. Robin Clardy will lead this nine-week
session where you can be supported in learning new ways
to live in the midst of grief, become more aware of your
needs and how to ask for help, connect with God while
experiencing loss and much more.
Sign up though the church office at info@ylpc.org.

Chair Yoga
Begin 2022 prayerfully meditating and moving your body.
Join us on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the MPR.
Please email Michelle Almeida at michellealmeidayoga.com for
questions and information.
Follow her on Instagram for updates @michellealmeidayoga
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Mission
By Becky Sproal

What is happening with Mariam?
Thanks to so many of you who stopped by the World Vision Child
Sponsorship table during our Alternative Christmas Faire. It was there I
was asked this question.
Mariam is now 14 years old. We have sponsored her for almost five
years! She and her community in Lamu, Kenya are in Stage 3: empower.
Local leaders and families take on more ownership and their
self-sufficiency grows. The community and children grow stronger and
healthier thanks to large improvements in areas like clean water,
education, nutrition, and more.
YLPC has a fund set up for “special gifts” in addition to the monthly
sponsorship. This fund receives donations from our church family who
recycle their plastic and glass bottles, and aluminum cans. Before
Covid, Miss Kim’s Sunday school class made rice crispy treats and
provided them after worship for a donation to Mariam’s Special Gift fund. We send her gift annually just
before her birthday, March 12. When the gift is received in Kenya, the family is able to purchase what they
need most. One year the family used this special gift to purchase 2 goats and school uniforms. Another year
they purchased a mattress, undergarments, shoes, and shirts for Mariam and her little brother. In recent years
the gift has paid her school fees. Getting an education will make a profound difference in the lives of Miriam
and her brother.
Our students have sent Mariam, handmade soaps, head wraps, birthday cards, paper cuttings, and a paper
hat. Sawyer sent an email sharing with her how he likes to skateboard and described what exactly that was!

I have a notebook with all our correspondence to and from Mariam with photos if you would like to learn
more.
Child sponsorship is a wonderful way to love our neighbors. A relationship is developed over time and
looking at the photos one can see the transformation in this young girl. She is thriving!

Blood Drive
By Becky Sproal

Blood Donors Needed!
January 8 from 9:00 - 3:00 p.m.
YLPC loves to share our beautiful campus as we invite you and the community to
participate in our annual American Red Cross Blood Drive. We are especially
joyful in providing the precious gift of blood. The need for blood is constant and
only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for patients in our community.
Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us
will need blood in our lifetime.
Please carve out one hour on Saturday, January 8 to donate. This truly is service
to others when we “roll up our sleeves” and put our faith into action!
There are several appointments open and one is sure to fit into your schedule.

Download the Red Cross Blood Donor App on the App Store, Google Play or text BLOODAPP to 90999 to
schedule appointments, view your blood type and results of your mini-physical, and track your donations.
Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood program and our YLPC Mission Committee.
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Support Our Worship!
By Dave Nicholson

Greetings to our entire church family during this glorious
Christmas season! We are blessed with special services and
beautiful musical offerings to commemorate the birth of our Lord
as we look forward to a New Year in 2022! As you can imagine,
it takes a broad range of talents to bring our worship
experience to life: from support of the spoken word through
liturgy, the beautiful music we enjoy, ushers to assist folks
as they settle in for the service, beautiful seasonal decorations,
and the audio-visual team to manage the technology. Just as the
worship service feeds us as a church family, it is also our
opportunity to support the worship experience through our
time and talents.
If you have thought about stepping up in a role to support YLPC’s worship, NOW is the time to make that
commitment for 2022! Please see the people listed below if you have a specific area of interest:
•
•
•
•
•

Liturgist
Music
Ushers
Decorations
Audio-Visual

Roxanne Ford
Janet Thorson or Jessica Nicholson
John Israel
Roxanne Ford
Dave Nicholson

We look forward to having you join the Worship Team as we bring the word of God to our church family in
the upcoming year!

Chancel Flowers
Thank you to everyone who provided chancel flowers in 2021.
To honor our longstanding warm relationship with Garden Gate, we are increasing the
amount to $40 per bouquet. The new calendar for 2022 is now up.
Sign-up in the Narthex!

TLC Bible Study
Our weekly Bible Study, TLC (Together Living in Christ) resumes on Thursday
morning, January 6. All ladies are welcome to join us.

YLPC Office Closed
The YLPC Office will be closed on January 3, 2022.
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December Session Notes
December Session activities included the following:
• With the sad loss of member John Riegel, membership is now 179.
• Lynn will be on vacation 12/27/21 to 1/3/22. She reported that the deadline for
re-zoning our property to include housing has passed. The congregation continues
to be supportive of helping with homelessness and we will continue to engage in
activities that are meaningful. Our Christmas Dedications, this year designated to
HIS-OC, have exceeded $12,000. In January, Lynn will be bringing suggestions on
marketing and church growth to Session for discussion.
• The Deacons have been delivering gifts to home bound members and friends.
They have enjoyed the person to person contact this ministry allows.
• Facilities reported the plumbing in the ladies’ room has been fixed and Christmas
lights have been hung. The committee received Session’s support for a special
Christmas bonus to our gardener and his crew. The money will come from
Facilities’ budget.
• Mission Committee added two new members. Session approved a special
collection to be received for tornado relief with the proceeds being forwarded to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).
• Personnel Committee reported that all staff salaries will remain the same in 2022.
Letters of appreciation will be given to all staff and Elders were encouraged to also
share their thanks.
• Stewardship presented November financials, which were approved by Session.
The final 2022 Operating Fund Budget was approved by Session and will be
presented at the congregational meeting in January.
• Worship circulated a communion sign-up sheet. Session affirmed once again to
follow the local and federal guidelines for Covid-19. In doing so, YLPC will follow
California’s mask mandate for indoor gatherings resuming on December 15. Organ
repairs were explained and the Session strongly recommended proceeding with
these repairs.
• Christian Ed. will host a youth movie night on December 19. The 2022 teaching
schedule will begin scheduling teachers in larger blocks of time, 3-4 weeks in a
row. The tradition of Pajama Day will continue on January 9.

January
Birthdays
Kim Megyesi-Brem
Phil Collins
Kendra Arnold
Dick Vouga
Megan Elmore
Lou Wassenaar
Kenzi Arnold
Kelley Scott
Cindy Hebein
Rosi Rice
Lindsay Tsai

1/6
1/6
1/14
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/24
1/26
1/29
1/29
1/29

Chris Hills - Clerk of Session

November 2021 Financial Report
OPERATING FUND Summary Results: Through November, we expected to receive $305,062 and actually
received $368,892. Also through November, we expected to spend $449,927 and actually spent $396,119.
And reserved $53,944 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
632,869 $
(7,131) $
331,178 $
301,691 $

$
(7,131) $

Total
625,738
331,178
294,560

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through November, we have received contributions of $58,799 and paid
$67,298 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $104,418.
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