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Grapevine
Worship God. Equip Disciples. Love and Serve the World.

“Don’tcha know I heard it through the Grapevine.”
Marvin Gaye
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One of our members recently reminded me why we call our church newsletter
The Grapevine. It’s an allusion to John 15, where Jesus tells his disciples “I am
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” We know that when our
connection to Christ is strong, our spiritual lives flourish. That blessing equips
us to be a blessing to others, bearing fruit in the world as we love and serve our
neighbors. Our connection to Christ is both a gift that God gives and something
that we must tend.
Each month we gather together information that is vital to the life of our
congregation so you can be aware of what’s going on at church. None of us is
directly involved in everything, but it is heartening to see just how much good
ministry we’re up to these days. The Renovation Team is making great strides
building the framework for our youth ministry program, we’re making steady
progress to close the gap in our budget deficit, we invite the congregation into
worship, prayer and contemplation and we serve our community in mission in
numerous ways. This newsletter is a tool so that you can find your own ways to
connect to the life and ministry of our congregation, which will in turn, connect
you to Christ.
We depend on our connection to Christ to keep us lush and strong, bearing
the fruit of good works. But we also depend on one another. The more we
reach out in love, partner in service and study God’s word together, the stronger
we’ll be as the body of Christ. I hope you’ll carefully read the pages that follow,
and I hope they’ll help you live out your faith more deeply as you participate
fully in the life of the church.
With you in ministry,
Lynn.

Still Church

Upcoming Meetings:

Mondays @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesdays @ 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays @ 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 1,15, 22 & 29 @ 9:30 a.m.
April 1-2
Sunday, April 4 @ 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 6 @ 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 6 @ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 7 @ 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 11 @ 10:30 a.m.
Monday, April 12 @ 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 14 @ 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 14 @ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 14 @ 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 3 & 17 @ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 18 @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, April 18 at 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20 @ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 21 @ 9:00 a.m.

Youth Bible 101 by Zoom
Personnel Committee by Zoom
Outdoor Teen Yoga
TLC Bible study by Zoom
YLPC Office Closed
Easter Outdoor Worship & Communion
Priscilla Circle by Zoom
Esther Circle by Zoom
Deacons’ Meeting
C.E. Meeting by Zoom
Caregiver’s Meeting
Mission Committee Meeting by Zoom
Stewardship Meeting by Zoom
Worship Committee by Zoom
Men’s group
Outdoor Worship
Renovation Team
Session Meeting by Zoom
Lights of Los Ranchos by Zoom

Holy Week
Join us in celebrating Holy Week together.
We have a variety of ways to celebrate this season at YLPC.
Maundy Thursday Church Wide Devotional
Good Friday
Church Together Online
Easter Sunday
Outdoor Worship at 9:30 a.m.
& Online Worship

Walk for Water
Global 6K Walk for Water. Join our team and walk with me on Saturday, May 22.
Thousands of people worldwide are gearing up for World Vision’s Global 6K for Water. Six kilometers, a little
more than 3.7 miles, is the average distance people in the developing world walk for water - water that’s often
contaminated with life threatening diseases. Clean water changes everything!
YLPC is a host site this year. We and our friends and neighbors will make a difference in a child’s life, their
family and community. Your $50 donation will bring clean water to one person. You will receive a race day
shirt bib with a child’s picture on it who will receive clean water as a result of your efforts.
Visit worldvision6k.org and join our team, “Yorba Linda Presbyterian Walk for Water.”
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Prayer Garden
By Kim Wisnia

Each time I walk onto the church campus I am amazed at how
beautiful it is. Springtime is no exception. Many of the
succulents are in full bloom. Butterflies flit about. Plenty of
birds can be spotted in the trees. If you are really quiet, you
might even see a bunny or two. The prayer garden, created
during Summer Arts Camp a few years ago, is the perfect place
to sit and enjoy the beauty of the church campus. It’s the
perfect place to embrace the Easter season.
The season of Easter began on Easter Sunday and continues for
50 days. It is a season to celebrate life and to live with a sense
of newness. Just as spring brings us new life, the Resurrection
of Jesus makes “all things new” (Rev. 21:5). Take some time to
celebrate the little things that bring us life each day,
transforming what often seems ordinary or goes unnoticed into
a spiritual practice.
Start with a visit to our church campus. Sit on the bench. Feel
the sunshine. Listen to the birds. Pinch off a piece of a
succulent to take home and plant. See the world with new
eyes-God’s eyes.

Stewardship
By Steve Rice

Per Capita Giving
Each year YLPC is assessed a “per capita” fee by the Presbytery of Los Ranchos.
The funds received by the Presbytery are distributed to the Presbytery, Synod,
and the Office of the General Assembly (OGA) to cover their administrative
costs. This fee is the primary source of funding for the OGA and is assessed
on all PC(USA) congregations. It is how Presbyterians mutually share the costs
of running the church. This year the fee is $36.83 per member and is based on
the number of members at year end. The total cost to YLPC for 2021 is
$7,402.83. Whether or not you pay your share, the church is still responsible
for the total amount. During this difficult year Session is asking the
congregation to prayerfully consider reimbursing the church for their family’s
per capita fee. If each family pays their fee this will help YLPC reduce our
deficit, even if just a little bit, and allow money to be used in other areas of
ministry. In April you will receive your 1st quarter 2021 contributions’
statement. With the statement, in the mail along with a church addressed
envelope to use to return your per capita payment. The Session and the
Stewardship Committee would like to thank you in advance for helping to defray
this administrative cost.
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Mission Update - Hot Meals
By Frieda Holman

2020 and now 2021 will long be remembered as a time of
disruption and many challenges. I am happy to report that our
“Hot Meals Ministry” has continued to serve those that are
homeless and food insecure throughout the pandemic. The
team of volunteers who serve this ministry made the very
difficult decision that they would not be able to serve in an “in
person” capacity. After discussing the situation with the staff at
Orangethorpe Christian Church, we have been able to financially
support them every month and a very dedicated group of their
members have used our donation to purchase, cook and hand
out a “contactless” very basic but healthy take out meal. We are
very thankful that we have been able to continue this very
needed ministry and look forward to hopefully starting back in
person in the next few months. God is Good!

Renovation Team
Youth Ministry Spiritual Formation Summit
We’ve got so much to show for the many hours of work our team has put in over the last year. This infographic
puts it all in one place. Pretty impressive!
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March Session Notes
**Session met on March 16 by Zoom video conference call.

April Birthdays

• Minutes were all approved and membership remains at 188.
• Lynn began a Session discussion on the “Post Quarantine Church” and what that
Janet Triplett
4/4
vision will look like at YLPC.
• Deacons reported they will be offering donuts on Easter Sunday. Easter lilies will
Connie O’Neil
4/6
be delivered to some members after Easter services and flowers have been
Timothy Matthews
4/7
delivered to potential new members.
• Christian Ed reported there will be activities after worship for both youth and
Sarah Park
4/10
adults on Easter Sunday. Summer Arts Camp has been scheduled for 8/2-6/21.
Jessica Nicholson
4/18
The youth will be gathering for an outdoor movie night on 3/20. The youth also
have their own Instagram account with 11 followers so far. Adult Bible Study will
Doug O’Neil
4/19
be on a break but PW is running strong. Lynn shared that our relationship with
Ministry Architects will end in May, having made great strides in building a
Brenda Long
4/20
structure for our youth program.
Irvin Francis
4/23
• Facilities reported the power panel has returned to our parking lot and pending
city approvals should be functioning at full capacity soon. The committee will next Alex Park
4/24
look into concrete repairs.
Anne Denney
4/26
• Mission reported their mission work continues robustly. A Meal for a Meal
gathering on 2/7 was very successful. They continue to support Hot Meals
financially, until it is safe to begin serving food again. There will be another blood
drive in the fall. Discussion has started on whether our property can be zoned to
assist with city requirements on affordable housing. More research was
encouraged before moving forward.
• Nominating hopes to have a slate to present to the congregation in May.
• Personnel has just about completed the employee handbook. They hope to have a draft copy to Session by April.
• Stewardship presented February financials, which were approved by Session. Steve reported that while we
reported in 2020 that finances were good, there is now concern with the decrease in income during the first two
months of 2021. The committee is pro-actively working on ways to communicate the current state of our finances
to the congregation.
• Worship reported they have been busy preparing for outdoor worship on Easter Sunday. Maundy Thursday will
be an email devotion and Good Friday will include an online service in collaboration with 10 other churches in our
Presbytery. Lynn and Janet will both be away the week after Easter, Lynn on Study leave and Janet on vacation.
• Lynn shared with Session information from the recent Presbytery meeting.
Chris Hills - Clerk of Session

February 2021 Financial Report
OPERATING FUND Summary Results: Through February, we expected to receive $55,466 and actually
received $91,674. Also through February, we expected to spend $96,950 and actually spent $84,358.
And reserved $15,256 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
620,660 $
2,276 $
270,233 $
350,426 $

$
2,276 $

Total
622,936
270,233
352,703

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through February, we have received contributions of $5,200 and paid
$4,299 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $167,417.
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