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“When the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place.”
Acts 2:1
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Oh, how I’m looking forward to the day we can be all together in one place. I’ll be
in the middle of some task (proofing the Annual Report or taking care of some
very important paperwork) when I catch myself imagining a truly epic church
event. We’ll all be packed around tables in the Sanctuary, candles glowing,
delicious food ready to serve, entertainment waiting in the wings - a joyful
celebration together as a church family. We’ll be ready for it when the time
comes, and we’ll all appreciate it more than we ever would have before. I can’t
wait!
But as I shook my head and came back to reality after my last daydreaming
session, something dawned on me. In some very real and powerful ways, we have
been all together through this last year. Sure, we haven’t been able to gather for
worship in the Sanctuary or fellowship events, but this congregation has come
together so beautifully to respond to the unprecedented situation we found
ourselves in. Our staff has rallied to provide YouTube worship services to share
not only with our members, but with friends and family in our community and
around the country. Who would have believed that? Every other week I get a
card, a call, or an email from someone who has been touched by that message.
Church members who never considered themselves to be technologically savvy
are now Zoom experts, connecting for meetings, bible study and fun. We’ve
supported our mission partners more substantially in the last year than we have in
the last six, with more members of the congregation joining in that good work
than ever before. Members have connected with one another for backyard
birthday celebrations, doorstep deliveries and long conversations over the phone.
While some ministries of the congregation have been dormant for this season,
others have used the time to lay a foundation for future success. Either way, the
life we’ll return to together as a church family will be stronger for the ways we’ve
been able to articulate what’s truly important about YLPC’s ministries.

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.” And
now I see it. Though there is so much about the last months that has been
draining and difficult and heartbreaking, the Holy Spirit has been present with us through it all, guiding,
encouraging, comforting, and empowering us to be Christ’s church in these difficult days. While I don’t deny
the difficulty of what we’ve faced together, I rejoice to be doing this work ….
With you in ministry,
Lynn.

Still Church
Upcoming Meetings:
Wednesdays @ 3:30 p.m.
Mondays @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 2,9 & 16 @ 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 3 @ 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, February 3 @ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 3 @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 7 @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, February 7 @ 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, February 7 @ 10:30 a.m.
Monday, February 8 @ 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 9 @ 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, February 9 @ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 10 @ 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, February 10 @ 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 4,11, 18 & 25 @ 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, February 6, & 20 @ 8:00 a.m.
Monday, February 15
Monday, February 15 @ 1 – 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 16 @ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 17 @ 5 –7:00 p.m.

Outdoor Teen Yoga
Youth Bible 101 by Zoom
Personnel Committee by Zoom
PWPLR Circle Meeting by Zoom
Deacons’ meeting by Zoom
Worship Committee by Zoom
Outdoor Worship & Communion
Congregational Meeting
Youth Group Hang Out
Caregiver’s meeting
Priscilla Circle by Zoom
Esther Circle by Zoom
Mission Committee meeting by Zoom
Stewardship meeting by Zoom
TLC Bible study by Zoom
Men’s group
YLPC Office Closed President’s Day
Red Cross Blood Drive
Session meeting by Zoom
Ash Wednesday - blessing and prayer

Congregational Meeting
The Session of YLPC has called the Annual meeting of the congregation for
Sunday, February 7 after the worship service. At the meeting the
congregation will vote to:
•

Elect church officers Michelle Almeida, Matt Kelley, Laurie Stokes, Marcia
Willett and Fred Hebein as Elders and as Deacons Brigette Brink, Betty Elsing,
Rosi Rice and Sue Wales. For the Nominating Committee: Linda Burne, Glenn
Green and Nancy Henderson. For the Endowment Committee: Tom Hoban
and Gary Hills.

•

Approve the Pastor’s compensation.

•

Amend the congregational bylaws to allow for electronic meetings.

Session will share reports on the budget as well as the financial health of the church and its ministries.
Electronic copies of the annual report are available upon request from the church office. Hard copies of the
report will be distributed at the meeting. We will also present a YouTube video of reports from church
leaders for those who are not able to attend in person.
On Monday, February 8 at 7:00 p.m., Session will host a Zoom meeting to invite conversation. If you would
like to attend, please RSVP to the church office.
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Renovation Team
By Karla Peterson

The focus of the Renovation Team is to provide an accountability structure for the renovation process; to
create systems and infrastructure to ensure the youth ministry’s long-term growth and effectiveness; to
ensure that the youth ministry clearly communicates its priorities and programs; and to provide creative
troubleshooting and support when obstacles to the renovation process arise. Many pieces of that structural
accountability have been created, and the next item on the team’s list is a child
safety policy. With the help of the Christian Education
committee, we are close to a final product.
Our youth’s mission statement (to offer a welcoming
space where all are accepted, listened to, and
encouraged to develop an adaptive faith in the
knowledge that they are loved and sent by God) was
one of the completed items. It is a wonderful thing to
see in writing what we already see in our youth!
To celebrate our newly identified values (ambition,
compassion, joy, respect, welcoming), four youth
gathered the first weekend in January to create painted
canvases that will prominently display our values in
our newly renovated youth lounge. It is a
blessing to see more reminders of who we are
displayed for the world to see.

Children’s Ministry
By Kim Wisnia

Spiritual Practice for Lent
This month, we begin the season of Lent. How will you draw closer to God?
As a community, we practice Lent together. Even though we practice it
together, we do so as individuals. Each of us may not be called to do the
exact same thing. Some people choose to give up things during Lent.
Giving up something can help us practice focusing our energy and actions
toward God. Others may be called to take on a new discipline.
We give up things or take on practices because we need to learn again and
again that we live and move and breathe and have our being in God. So
whether you give something up or take something on, remember the point
is to draw closer to God as Jesus draws nearer the cross.
Here are some ideas to ponder.
Giving Up Certain foods
Habits
Gossip
Television
Daily Bible reading
Appreciating creation

Social Media
Swearing
Taking On Community building
Prayer
Serving others
Giving

(Adapted from “The Give-and-Take of Lent”, Presbyterian Today 2016)
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Red Cross Blood Drive
By Betty Lee

The Mission Committee along with the
American Red Cross will hold a Blood Drive
on Monday, February 15 in the MPR from
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The drive will be operated following CDC
guidelines, such as mask wearing, social
distancing and hand sanitizing. Please
consider joining us to help save lives!
The Red Cross has a critical need for blood,
especially during the pandemic. Right now,
blood donations are currently being
distributed to hospitals faster than they are
coming in. Your donation will also be tested
for COVID antibodies, which is good to know!
We can make a difference! Spread the word: invite friends and colleagues personally and encourage
volunteers to bring a friend. Due to the pandemic, walk-ins are not encouraged.
Sign up online at redcrossblood.org and enter Sponsor Code: PresbYL

Youth Ministry Spiritual Formation Summit
Youth Ministry Spiritual Formation Summit – First weekend in March.
We’re so excited about the progress our Renovation Team has been making with Ministry Architects. It’s
time to invite youth, parents and those invested in our care for youth and their families to participate in
another conversation about our program. We’ll be asking what we want our youth to have in their “spiritual
backpacks” as we launch them into adulthood. What do we want them to know, feel and do as a result of
their faith?
Thursday evening, March 4, time tba – via Zoom
Youth will gather with Lynn for an hour to get the conversation started.
Friday, March 5, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. – via Zoom
Parents, staff, Renovation Team, anyone else who
is interested.
We’ll have an engaging conversation by Zoom to
lay the groundwork, sharing our hopes for our
kids’ spiritual growth.
Over the rest of the weekend, the Renovation Team
(Chuck Grieb, Julie Micheli and Karla Peterson) will
meet with Lynn and our Ministry Architects consultant
to put the pieces together into a plan that will inform
the content of our youth ministry for years to come.
Our hard work so far is beginning to bear fruit and
we’re eager to take this next step in building a strong
foundation of faith for our youth.
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January Session Notes
February

**Session met on December 15 by Zoom video conference call.

• A change to membership involving the removal of a long-time attendee who
Birthdays
was not an actual member corrected our membership to 190.
• Lynn shared a 2021 Financial Strategy document. It introduced the need and
Katie Stone
2/2
strategies to address the current and future financial shortfalls. After discussion,
tasks were given to the appropriate elders for further implementation.
Scott Ventresco
2/3
• Deacons will be delivering goodie bags for Valentine’s Day. They will be
Samuel Brandes
2/5
promoting the Deacons Emergency Fund to let the congregation know of its
availability. Deacon Rosi Rice submitted her resignation effective 5/31/21.
Jeff Irvin
2/5
• Stewardship will be applying for a Presbytery grant (max amount $20K). Due to
Allyson Thrasher
2/9
the decrease in spending during the pandemic, YLPC ended 2020 with a $14K
Glenn Green
2/10
surplus. December Financials were approved.
• Worship reported good attendance at the Christmas Eve service. Our next
Merf Jones
2/13
outdoor worship service will be held 2/7 and will be followed by our Annual
Karen Hendrickson 2/14
Congregational meeting. Social distancing and masks will be required.
Jason Micheli
2/14
• Christian Ed reported PW, Adult Bible study and men’s fellowship were all back
up and meeting. Session approved the youth’s participation in a fundraiser that
Mikayla Thrasher
2/15
will raise money to help pay for COVID tests for low-income communities. Lynn
Wendy Grieb
2/15
took a moment to highlight Kim Wisnia’s dedication and commitment. She also
praised the good work of the Renovation Team.
Eva Rosenthal
2/21
• Facilities reported items on the Work Order are being addressed but with
Lynn Stone
2/23
financial concerns in mind, some items have been put on hold temporarily.
Donna Uyematsu
2/29
• Mission Committee is thankful for the amount of mission that they have
accomplished during COVID. Groups using our campus have evolved into
participants in mission events. The next blood drive is February 15, 1-7 p.m.
• Nominating Committee is meeting in February to fill 13 positions of leadership.
• Personnel is committed to completing the Employee Handbook quickly and will
begin refining job descriptions. Kim Megyesi-Brem was added to the committee.
• The annual report was approved and will be available to members who wish to receive it prior to the annual
meeting as well as hard copies at the meeting.
• An amendment to the bylaws involving the authorization of electronic meetings was approved by Session and will
be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting for their approval.
• Details of the annual meeting are being worked out and will involve a follow up Zoom meeting on Monday, 2/8
for those who wish to engage in conversation.
Chris Hills - Clerk of Session

December 2020 Financial Report
OPERATING FUND Summary Results: Through December, we expected to receive $496,607 and actually
received $494,446. Also through December, we expected to spend $485,015 and actually spent $480,122.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
645,146 $
1,375 $
287,045 $
358,100 $

$
1,375 $

Total
646,521
287,045
359,476

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through December, we have received contributions of $12,700 and paid
$25,905 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $171,716
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