Grapevine
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.”
Psalm 122:1, 8-9

You may recognize these opening words from Psalm 122. You might even
know that they are an invitation for faithful people to embark on a pilgrimage
to the temple in Jerusalem. This month brings an opportunity for us, as a
whole congregation, to do some creative thinking about what it means that
this church we have built, with God’s help, is our church home but also the
house of the Lord.
Over the past months, several different organizations have approached us with
a request to share our campus. One of those groups is The Arbor Learning
Community, a group of parents, teachers and students who are involved in
home schooling. We are blessed with a lovely property that is in great shape.
We have a warm and inviting worship space and several practical classrooms
and meeting spaces. It is a matter of good stewardship and hospitality to
share that blessing and to welcome others into our church home. It seems in
keeping with God’s will that our campus be a blessing to those beyond the
members of our congregation.
But before we take that step with any group, it is vitally important that we
enter such partnerships carefully and responsibly. There are logistical
questions, like scheduling, parking and insurance coverage. But we also ought
to be sure that the mission of a group we welcome is a good match for our
own. When done well, these missional partnerships can build healthy
relationships with others in our community, relationships that strengthen both
our mission and theirs.
It is Session’s responsibility to do the legwork to vet partner organizations, and
after careful consideration, to approve or reject proposals to welcome any
group to share our space. That said, Session values input from all members of
the congregation. Toward that end, each of you is invited to participate in a
Town Hall meeting Sunday, January 12 after worship. You’ll have a chance to
learn a little more about The Arbor Learning Community and hear from some
of their leaders. You’ll also be briefed on the considerable background work
members of our Session have done to explore the details involved in this
partnership. I hope that you’ll attend, bring your questions and freely share
your opinions! We’ll be sure to take them into consideration at our Session
meeting later in the month.
With you in ministry,
Lynn
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Pajama Party
January 5, 2020
Children and youth, wear your pajamas (or comfy sweats) to
church on Sunday, January 5 and bring your favorite board
game. Bring a pillow or blanket too. We will gather in
the multipurpose room at 9:30 a.m. to visit with our friends,
play games and drink hot chocolate.

Bible Study
The Monday Night Bible Study will begin again on January 27 at 7:00 p.m.
in room 6. The study is led by Rev. Jim Hickman. Jim plans to use the
first three sessions to discuss spiritual growth as it is seen in the Bible, from
the earliest relationship with the Divine based on covenant and "what God
can do for us." As faith matures it moves through seasons of growth and
doubt and finding freedom in the life in Christ.
Next we will share discussion on one of the gospels.
Everyone is welcome.

Adult Night Out

Men’s Group

Come and enjoy wine,
hor d’oeuvres, and the
company of great people.
Join us on Saturday, January 25
at 6:00 p.m. at the Kelley's
home. Bring a bottle of wine
and a heavy appetizer to share!
There will be plenty of soft
drinks available as well. Look
for more Information on the
patio after church.

We Need a Few More Good Men!
Would you like some thoughtful conversation
about faith, life, and God’s message for men
today? Join us for a hearty breakfast at Yorba
Linda Polly’s with YLPC Men’s Fellowship. We
meet the first, third, and fifth Saturdays at 8:00 a.m.
Start the New Year by trying us out. For more
information contact Dave Wassenaar at
wassenaar.d@gmail.com

Congregational Meeting
January 26, 2020
Please join us for our Annual Congregational Meeting which will be held on
January 26 immediately following worship. This is an opportunity to celebrate
God’s faithfulness in the past year and to look forward to what 2020 holds.
The 2020 budget will also be presented.

2

Missions
Mission
The Mission Committee gives congratulations and thanks to YLPC for such a successful Alternative
Christmas Faire this year. Because of the generosity of our congregants, we were able to distribute
donations totaling $4000 to our 2019 Mission recipients: Free Wheelchair Mission, Habitat for Humanity
OC as part of the Presbyterian Coalition, Presbyterian Mission Agency, African Team Ministries, With Hope,
and Hands of Empowerment. In addition, 20 children from H.I.S. House were given gifts totaling
approximately $1000. Thank you to those who helped make this possible. We look ahead to 2020 where we
hope to expand our ministry into the community even more. After all, with God, all things are possible.

Habitat for Humanity OC
On December 7, Habitat OC held a dedication ceremony for the first
four of twelve homes. Three families were given the keys to their own
home. These homes were begun last May and the next four will begin
construction in January. What a thrill it was to share in the excitement
as each family was introduced and given the keys to their very own
home thus restoring hope for a more successful future. It is a
requirement that each family donate 250 sweat equity hours into the
construction of their home. Several of our volunteers mentioned they
had become acquainted with family members as they worked side by
side. Corporations also volunteer to come alongside these projects and
what a surprise it was when on the count down of five, the garage
doors all went up exposing a car with a big bow awaiting each family. Imagine the thrill that took place. Dry
eyes were absent. A beautiful day.

Worship
Jesus, the Light of the World
To celebrate 2020, the Worship Committee is exploring the
Presbyterian Order of Service. Why do we say and do the things
we do each week? Inquiring minds want to know! We hope you’ll
join us in this research and we’d love to hear your ideas and thoughts.
Our first challenge is the section of Gathering in God’s Name, which
encompasses our gathering and greeting, the prelude, introit, call to
worship and opening hymn.

Gathering sounds pedestrian – of course we have to all come to the
same place, but as we do, we are much more than individuals in
a building. We embody a community of faith. Theresa Lockhart Stricklen writes that “the church is a
gathering of people who need God and are interested in participating in the journey of faith in Jesus Christ,
…we should greet one another in love like family, for even if we haven’t met, in Christ we are brothers and
sisters, children of God.” Have you been a Greeter? It is a wonderful time to welcome everyone as a friend
and family.
During this time in worship, some churches have acolytes carry a flame to light the candles on the table at
each service, symbolically bringing Jesus, the Light of the World into the center of our gathering. While
we don’t light candles every week, as you gather each week in January, watch for Epiphany Sunday.
Epiphany celebrates the arrival of the Star in Bethlehem. On Epiphany at YLPC, you won’t be able to miss the
point – we bring the Light inside to surround and inspire us.
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Children’s Ministry
Emmaus Road Sunday School
During the month of December, children and youth studied the
birth of Jesus, as he was welcomed by the shepherds. Our kids
prepared a beautiful service for the fourth Sunday in Advent filled
will scripture, drama, singing,
and tone chimes.
In January we will study the
Sermon on the Mount.
Join us in your pajamas on
Sunday, January 5 at 9:30 a.m.
in the MPR for boards games
and hot chocolate.

Youth Ministry Report
Ministry Architects – Quick Start Summit
Now that we’re past the holidays, our work with Ministry
Architects is beginning in earnest. Our Renovation Team:
Chuck Grieb, Julie Micheli and Karla Peterson, will be
gathering with Mike Crain for an orientation and they’ll
immediately start to knock out some important early tasks,
including a detailed budget for 2020, well-defined volunteer job
descriptions and a calendar for the
upcoming year. Please hold these
servants in prayer as they
work to build a program that
serves our youth and their
families well.

Souper Bowl
Bring your cans and non perishables
on February 2 to support our youth
Souper Bowl of Caring drive!

Red Cross Blood Drive
The Mission Committee along with the American Red Cross will have a Blood Drive on
Monday, February 3 in the MPR from 2:00-8:00 p.m. Right now, blood donations are
currently being distributed to hospitals faster than they are coming in. We can make a
difference. Please consider joining us to help save lives! Sign up on the patio or online
at http://www.redcrossblood.org and entering Sponser Code: PresbYL. Walk-ins are
welcome too! Don’t forget to spread the word: invite friends and colleagues personally
and encourage volunteers to bring a friend. If you are unable to donate blood, please
consider a financial donation instead.
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Chancel Flowers
Thank you to everyone who provided
chancel flowers in 2019.
The new calendar for 2020 is now up.
Donating Chancel flowers is a wonderful
way of celebrating loved ones and
beautifying our worship space with the
blessings of God’s creation.

January

Sign-up in the Narthex!

TLC Bible Study
Our weekly Bible Study, TLC
(Together Living in Christ) resumes
on Thursday morning, January 2.
All ladies are welcome to join us as we
conclude our verse-by-verse study
of 2 Peter.
Next, we’ll look to the Old Testament.

Carl Matthews
Kim Megyesi-Brem
Phil Collins
Kendra Arnold
Dick Vouga
Megan Elmore
Lou Wassenaar
Kenzi Arnold
Kelley Scott
Cindy Hebein
Rosi Rice
Lindsay Tsai

1/04
1/06
1/06
1/14
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/24
1/26
1/29
1/29
1/29

Offering Envelopes
2019 Offering Envelopes are now available in the
Narthex. If you do not see a box with your name and
you would like one, please email Chris at
ChrisH3040@aol.com.
Thank you for your commitment to YLPC's ministry.

Want To Be a Liturgist?
The Worship Committee is refreshing the list of people who
serve as liturgists for the coming year. Would you like to join
our team? Contact the church office and we’ll add you to that
ministry. A training will be offered sometime in 2020.

Office Closed
The YLPC office will be closed on
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 for the
holiday.

Session Notes from December
December Session activities included the following:
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

With the very sad loss of member Bette Guzkowski on December 9, membership is now 201.
Guests from The Arbor Learning Community made a presentation to Session. The Session will
be discussing and exploring options to welcome that group on our campus.
The Deacon Vice Moderator reported that they are looking into new nametags. They are also
planning a Mardi Gras fellowship event for February.
Lynn reported she will be away on 12/29 and Rev. Lynn Gifford will be preaching.
The Worship Committee’s minutes included a report on offerings received from the Christmas
concert. The AV wires in the Sanctuary may be covered the week between Christmas and New Year’s.
The Session approved communion, if desired, for Bette Guzkowski’s memorial service.
Christian Ed Committee reported that the Youth Lounge plans are being finalized and the youth
are very excited. They will be meeting with Facilities Committee to coordinate efforts. Session
approved a special food collection for the “Souper Bowl” on 2/2/20. The Session also approved a
youth lock-in for 1/17/20.
Facilities shared their work order status and that they are exploring options for the Registrar of Voters
using our facility for the upcoming primary elections.
Mission Committee reported that the next blood drive may be held on a weekday due to the minimum
requirements for donations on a weekend. Session approved an increase to our 2020 General Mission
pledge for a total of $13,000.
Nominating Committee had no report.
Personnel read to the Session a thank you note from a member of staff. This person shared her
appreciation to the committee and to Session for the 4% raises given to the entire staff.
Stewardship presented the November financial reports and they were approved. We continue to
be in a very good financial position as we approach year end. Revised 2020 Operating budgets were
distributed and Session approved an additional $6,100 be paid toward principle mortgage reduction.
Lynn reported information about the last Presbytery to the Session.
Session Respectfully submitted,
Chris Hills, Clerk of Session

November 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND Summary Results Through November, we expected to receive $425,194 and actually
received $450,931. Also through November, we expected to spend $421,333 and actually spent $394,727.
And reserved $25,929 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
501,372 $
15,982 $
177,888 $
323,485 $

$
15,982 $

Total
517,354
177,888
339,467

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through November, we have received contributions of $16,375 and paid
$26,926 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $200,130.
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January
Upcoming Events:

Office Closed
Pajama Party
Town Hall Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch
Adult Night Out
Congregational Meeting

Wednesday, January 1
Sunday, January 5
Sunday, January 12
Sunday, January 12
Saturday, January 25
Sunday, January 26

8:00 a.m.
9:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Monday_ _______________________________________________________________
Church Office Closed
Hot Meals
Adult Bible Study

3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

(Second Monday of the month)
(Beginning January 27)

Tuesday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
Priscilla Circle
Personnel Committee
Esther Circle
Session Meeting
Improv Drum Circle

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
10:00 a.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Fourth Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday______________________________________________________________
Church Office
Missions Committee
Caregiver’s Support Group
Deacons’ Meeting
Stewardship Committee
Worship Committee

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
4:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month) ** Meeting the second Wednesday in January
6:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month) ** Not meeting in January

Thursday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
TLC Bible Study
Celebrate Singing
Gloria Ringers
AA Meeting
Chancel Choir

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday_________________________________________________________________
Church Office

9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Saturday_______________________________________________________________
Men’s Fellowship

8:00 a.m.

(First, third & fifth Saturday of the month)

Sundays________________________________________________________________
Sunday Worship
Jubilate
Christian Education Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

(First Sunday of the month)
(Second Sunday of the month)

January Events

January 1
Office Closed

January 5
Meal for a Meal
Pajama Party

January 12
Town Hall Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch

January 13
Hot Meals 3 p.m.
Orangethorpe Christian Church

January 25
Adult Night Out

January 26
Congregational Meeting
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