Grapevine
“For you are my hope, Eternal One.
You, Lord, have been the source of my
confidence since my youth.”
Psalm 75:1
After our World Communion Sunday service, I heard from so many of you how
much you enjoyed having our children and youth choirs share their gifts. We
have a wonderful group of kids. We value the youth of our church, and we are
committed to building a sustainable youth ministry that is going to have a
deep impact on their lives, and on the life of the whole church. That’s why we
are developing a game plan together. We have invited Ministry Architects to
visit us on Sunday, November 3. Ministry Architects will spend most of their
time listening to groups within the church through focus groups that will meet
throughout the day. (Hi, Gordie!) We hope to see participation in those
groups from a broad spectrum of our parents, volunteers, staff, our youth and
people who love them. We want your insights, your frustrations, and your
dreams to be heard.
After spending a full day in these listening groups, our Ministry Architects
partner, Mike Crain, will hunker down to write a report, sharing with us what
he’s heard about the youth program – including assets, challenges, and how we
compare to youth ministries around the country – and where it seems that God
might be taking us next. On Sunday, November 10 at 6:00 p.m., the report will
be presented to the congregation, laying out specific recommendations and a
blueprint for how to move forward.
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Worship
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You might expect – and you’d be correct – that we want to hear from our kids
and from their parents. But we want to hear from every member of the church
as well. Many of you raised your kids at YLPC and watched them grow up
through the youth ministry programs here. We want to hear what was great
about those days, what stuck with your kids and what you wish had been
different. The wisdom of your experience is crucial as we make our plans to go
forward.
Faith formation is a community effort; it takes many folks to model the
Christian life to young people. Members of the church set an example for
youth on how to worship, how to live a Christ-like life, and how to serve Christ
in others. As a member of the church, your feedback is significant in moving
the youth ministry forward in a sustainable model. As Christians, we are called
to nurture faith in our young people. Investing your time in a listening group
shows the care that members of the church have for our youth. Your
participation will be a great encouragement to our youth and their parents.
With you in ministry,
Lynn.
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19301 Yorba Linda Blvd.
Yorba Linda, CA 92886
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Stewardship
“I have found that among other benefits,
Charity liberates the soul of the givers.”
– Maya Angelou
Please turn in your pledge cards on Sunday, November 3.

Asylum Defined
Presbyterian Women of Los Ranchos
Fall Gathering: Asylum Defined

Saturday, November 16, 2019 10:00 a.m.
Grace First Presbyterian Church
All men and women welcome!
Suggested $10 donation
We will define asylum with a legal services specialist, hear the testimony of an asylum seeker, and learn more
about the growing SoCal Presbyterian Immigrant Accompaniment Ministry. Featured Speaker: Kristi Van
Nostran, Immigrant Accompaniment Organizer with Pacific & San Gabriel Presbyteries. Free will donations of
$10 Target Gift Cards will be received to help asylum seekers meet their basic needs.

Advent Discussion Group
Rev. Jim Hickman will be leading an discussion of the lectionary passages and suggested
scripture readings for Advent. The discussions will be on Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the
Youth Room. The first meeting, on November 18 will be an introductory session talking
about the seasons of the church year and the lectionary. The discussion meetings will be
November 25, December 2, 9, and 16. Everyone is invited to come and enrich their time
leading up to the celebration of the birth of Christ. If you have questions, feel free to talk to
Rev. Hickman.

Christmas Fair
Plan to stay after church on November 17 to enjoy
gift giving in the truest sense of the word. Your gift
in honor of a friend or family member provides
help to those in need. Many gifts will directly
benefit persons who are working their way out of
poverty, disaster, or unfortunate situations.
The following organizations will be represented:
African Team Ministries, Giving Tree (to support
children from H.I.S. House) Habitat for Humanity,
Hands of Empowerment, Presbyterian Mission
Agency, Third World Hand Arts, and With Hope, a
suicide prevention organization.
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Missions
If it’s November, it must be Mission month. Each Sunday in November, we will
spotlight mission opportunities and mission projects supported by YLPC. Members
will share their missional experiences in a Moment for Mission during worship.
November 10 Haley Cooper from H.I.S. House will share the important contribution
this transitional shelter provides for 15 or more low income families. Please plan to
join us in an informal discussion in the MPR following worship.
November 17 René Myers, Regional Development Manager for Presbyterian
World Mission, will be our guest preacher. This same Sunday will also feature our
annual Alternative Christmas Fair. Each dollar you spend will go to support the mission of the non-profits we
are supporting. In alternative gift-giving, you remember the reason for the season, the true meaning of
Christ’s birth.
A Note from our Missionaries: Dustin and Sherri Ellington in Zambia
While Dustin is ready to begin his third term at Justo Mwal, Sherri has said goodbye to two of her YAV
(Young Adult Volunteers) while a third has opted to stay one more year. One son is a senior at Stanford this
year and the other is a senior in high school in Zambia. You may read their newsletter at
www.presbyterianmission.org/mission.sherriellington.
They request the following prayers:
•
For Justo Mwale University, as the theological students soon return from their practical ministry
experiences in churches and begin the last term of the school year.
•
For our son, Christopher, as he begins his senior year of high school and college applications.
•
For our son, Clayton, as he begins his senior year of college and discerns next steps.
•
For YAV Emily as she begins her second year in Zambia, and for me (Sherri) to know how best to adjust
the program to fit having only one YAV in the country this year, as well as to help Emily take things
deeper during her second year.
•
For Dustin at the university, particularly as this term he gets to revise and teach a class on interpreting the
Letters of Paul for the first time in Zambia. He also appreciates prayer for his preaching class and for the
Bible study group he leads for second-year students.
“We are thankful for the richness of family connections, whether between YAV’s and their host families, or in
church families. Thank you so much for your loving support which allows us to serve in Zambia through
Presbyterian World Mission. May God be deeply at work in each of you and your families, and thank you for
being part of our extended family as well. (Sherri and members of her family and her father from Placentia
worship with us whenever they are in town.) We could not do this work for the gospel without your prayers,
encouragement, and financial support.“

Habitat OC
A special note was received from Ariel Hyatt, Director of Faith and Community
Relations at Habitat OC:
“I want to give a huge shout out to Yorba Linda Presbyterian Church, Placentia
Presbyterian Church, Tustin Presbyterian Church, and Presbyterian Church of the
Covenant of Costa Mesa for joining the Building Tomorrow Playhouse Build
Competition! They did a phenomenal job building a playhouse that has been
donated to Anaheim First Presbyterian’s partner, Family Promise! What a gleaming
example of effective collaboration. I am excited to continue growing our efforts to
mobilize our congregations to serve families in one of the most tangible
ways-building houses.”
Our next Build Day is Saturday, November 2 at the Fullerton Build site. The houses
are getting close to being finished. Hop on board and join us as we give thanks for
opportunities to serve others!
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Children’s Ministry
Emmaus Road Sunday School
During the month of October, we studied the prophet Jeremiah. Learners made their own clay. After reading
Jeremiah 18:1-11, they created pots. We discussed how God is molding us. Sometimes we ignore God and
start on our own path. When that happens, God tries to reshape us so that we follow the right path. In the
Information Station, learners discovered the characteristics of God through the life of Jeremiah, and
completed an acrostic poem poster. In November, we will study Jonah.

Save the Date! The Belly of the Whale
On Sunday, November 17 children and youth will gather together in the belly
of a giant whale, with Jonah, as we learn how he ended up in this predicament.

Sunday, December 1

Advent activity for all children and youth.
Adults are welcome to join us after worship in the MPR.

Ministry Architects

Poinsettias

Come be a part of sharing your hopes for our
youth ministry. Youth, parents, volunteers,
session members, and members of the
congregation are invited. Ministry Architects will
use this time listening to you, with the goal of
providing an overview of where the church is now
relative to where it would like to go, and then
give a detailed proposal and timeline for how to
move forward in building a sustainable youth
ministry.

Sunday, December 1 marks the
beginning of the Advent Season. As
Advent approaches, we once again
plan to have poinsettias to enhance
the Christmas décor of our worship
space. Envelopes will be available in
the church office and in several Sunday
bulletins to donate funds. The
poinsettias are a beautiful way to celebrate and/or
honor the memory of those you love. The donation is
$12 per plant.

Sunday, November 3
9:30 a.m. MS and HS Youth
11:00 a.m. Parents/Youth Volunteers
12:15 p.m. Church Staff
1:30 p.m. The Session
2:45 p.m. General Congregation
Sunday, November 10
6:00 p.m. Ministry Architects Report

Office Closed!
The YLPC office will be closed
on November 28-29 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
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YLPC Book Corner
November

Our Lending Library is open and ready for use! Come by and take a
look – and if you see something you like, take a book! Just borrow a book
and return it if and when you feel like it.
A recent recommendation from John and Susan Barrett:
Hoping for More by Deanna A. Thompson

Jill Hollon
Nolan Almeida
John Riegel
Zachary Wildey
Robert King
William Goran
Mark Denney
Ava El-Farra
Tom Hoban
Julie Micheli
Vince Francis
Marilyn Johnson
Karen Keating
JoD Apitz
Steve Rice
Jim Bowman
Sutikno Budiardjo
Gigi Kelley

11/01
11/02
11/05
11/05
11/10
11/14
11/16
11/17
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/29
11/29

John and I liked this book primarily because it offers hope. When
you’re dealing with cancer, it can be inspirational to read about another
person’s cancer journey but we don’t want to read about someone
who battled cancer and then died. Hoping for More is the story of a
young theology professor who battles stage 4 cancer and lives. It’s
also the story of her very real struggle to reconcile what she knows and
teaches about God with her experience of God and his people in the
midst of tremendous suffering and uncertainty. We very much related
to that experience.

Flag Ceremony
Retreat Ceremony
Every Thursday at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:00 p.m. veterans, active duty personnel and patriotic citizens
gather to honor the flag. The ceremony which includes the lowering of the U.S. flag, signals the end of the
work day. Several of our members who are veterans attend weekly. Come by and visit!

Session Notes from September
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

October Session activities included the following:
Minutes from the last Session meeting were approved and membership remains at 203.
The Deacon Vice Moderator reported that 8 RV’s were signed up for the camping weekend, 10/26 and 8
chili chefs will be providing chili. The Dinners with Friends groups have begun meeting and they are
currently reviewing names in each parish for follow up and possible removal from our membership rolls.
The next new member class will be 10/27.
Lynn held discussion on the last of seven topics in a continuing devotional series, “Seven Marks of Vital
Congregations.” The topic was Ecclesial health vs. unhealthy disfunction; toxic environments; obsolete and
irrelevant buildings. Prayer served both as opening prayer and for a time of conversation.
1 Timothy 6:11-12 was read and elders had a positive discussion about our church’s health.
Personnel expressed their appreciation for the Session’s support of the hiring of Ministry Architects. A
Sexual Harassment Prevention seminar will be held for all staff on 10/22.
Stewardship presented the September financial reports and they were approved. We continue to be in a
very good financial position. The reserve for underspent program budget shows $27K available. Elders
were encouraged to find ways to spend it but to do so with care. Elders were informed of where our
invested money is placed. An Alternative Methods of Giving class will be offered 10/20 and elders were
reminded to have their budget requests returned no later than November 3.
The Worship committee reported that World Communion Sunday went well, despite being a bit long. The
committee is investigating ways to better hide the speaker wires. A free-will offering was approved for the
Christmas Concert with proceeds going to Music Ministry. The Session approved a baptism on 10/27.
Christian Ed committee reported that a parent’s meeting was well-attended and parents are ready to jump
in and become engaged. Session approved a youth scavenger hunt to members’ homes with parent
drivers at a date to be determined. The Sunday before Christmas will be a kid’s program. A schedule of
meetings with Ministry Architects was shared and participation encouraged.
Elders were encouraged to share any facility needs with the committee. The modular and concerns about
possible liabilities will be further investigated.
Mission committee reported that November will be Mission Month. Work continues on their various
mission projects.
Nominating Committee reported that our newest officers will be ordained and installed on 10/27.
Session Respectfully submitted,
Chris Hills, Clerk of Session

September 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND Summary Results Through September, we expected to receive $347,886 and actually
received $382,972. Also through September, we expected to spend $347,964 and actually spent $320,008.
And reserved $27,208 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
507,669 $
17,960 $
180,264 $
327,405 $

$
17,960 $

Total
525,629
180,264
345,365

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through September, we have received contributions of $13,375 and paid
$21,948 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $204,830
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November
Upcoming Events:

Daylight Saving Time
Meal for a Meal
Youth Listening Session
Ministry Architects Report
Single Ladies Brunch
Youth Food Drive & Scavenger Hunt
Asylum Defined
Alternative Christmas
YLPC Office Closed

Sunday, November 3
Sunday, November 3
Sunday, November 3
Sunday, November 10
Sunday, November 10
Saturday, November 16
Saturday, November 16
Sunday, November 17
November 28-29

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Monday_ _______________________________________________________________
Church Office Closed
Hot Meals

3:00 p.m.

(Second Monday of the month)

Tuesday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
Priscilla Circle
Personnel Committee
Esther Circle
Session Meeting
Improv Drum Circle

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
10:00 a.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Fourth Tuesday of the month) ** not meeting in November

Wednesday______________________________________________________________
Church Office
Missions Committee
Caregiver’s Support Group
Deacons’ Meeting
Stewardship Committee
Worship Committee

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
4:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)

Thursday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
TLC Bible Study
Celebrate Singing
Gloria Ringers
AA Meeting
Chancel Choir

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday_________________________________________________________________
Church Office

9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Saturday_______________________________________________________________
Men’s Fellowship

8:00 a.m.

(First, third & fifth Saturday of the month)

Sundays________________________________________________________________
Sunday Worship
Jubilate
Christian Education Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch
HIS Picnic

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

(First Sunday of the month)
(Second Sunday of the month)
(Fourth Sunday of the month)

November Events

November 3
Daylight Saving Time
Meal for a Meal
Ministry Architects Listening Session

November 10
Single Ladies Brunch
Ministry Architects Report

November 11
Hot Meals 3 p.m.
Orangethorpe Christian Church

November 16
Youth Food Drive & Scavenger Hunt
Fall Gathering: Asylum Defined

November 17
Alternative Christmas

November 24
His Picnic

November 28-29
YLPC Office Closed

Yorba Linda, CA 92886

19301 E. Yorba Linda Blvd.
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