Grapevine
“Father, may they all be one
as you are in me and I am in you; may they be in us,
for by this unity the world will believe that you sent me.”
John 17:21
My preaching for the Sundays of Advent and the Christmas season will be
inspired by Richard Foster’s book Streams of Living Water. In it he names the
great traditions of the Christian church, streams of the spiritual life that have
become distinct from one another. He notes the significant features of each,
highlighting beloved saints and historical traditions that have served as faithful
examples of each tradition.

Over the coming weeks, biblical figures from the familiar Christmas story will
introduce us to these streams of the spiritual life. We’ll begin with John the
Baptist, who epitomizes the Social Justice stream. His fiery passion and
commitment to God’s righteousness have been mirrored by those who have
fought for justice in the name of Christ. Next, Joseph will introduce us to the
Holiness stream. His virtuous life and commitment to obeying God’s word
show the best of a disciplined faithfulness. Mary exemplifies the
Contemplative stream. Her devotion to prayer and openness to God’s
surprising work in her life is an example to us all. The shepherds show us the
Charismatic stream. Their exuberant rejoicing at the announcement of Christ’s
birth models how we can tell the good news to all we encounter.
As we explore these different streams of the Christian faith together, we’ll
learn about significant movements in the life of the church, but more
importantly, we’ll recognize ourselves and those we love in these spiritual
personalities. Any hearty, healthy congregation will welcome the gifts that
each stream brings to the life of the body. As we learn how each stream is
faithful to the scriptural witness and embodied in the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ, we will come to understand our own spiritual lives more clearly. We
may also come to value our friends here at YLPC who might fall into a stream
different than our own.
As we once again prepare ourselves to welcome the birth of Christ, I’m praying
that our exploration of these different streams of spiritual living will draw us
closer to God and closer to one another.
With you in ministry,
Lynn.
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Enjoy the joyous music of the Christmas season as presented
by the bell and vocal choirs of our church.
The program will include carol singing for the congregation.
Invite your friends and family to this free program.
Child care will be available for infant through preschool age.

Advent Celebration
Advent Celebration Sunday, December 1
Children and youth will gather in the multipurpose room at
9:30 a.m. on the first Sunday in Advent for an Advent
Celebration. We will make wreaths, nativity scenes, jewelry,
and decorate cookies. Bring a friend and join the fun!
Adults, plan to join us after worship.
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Missions
Help Bring the Christmas Joy to HIS House Children.
HIS House exists to support people in overcoming homelessness and achieving
independence. Since 1989, HIS House has provided shelter and supportive services to
more than 3,800 homeless men, women, and children.
Each year, HIS House gives Christmas gifts to the children who reside in our shelter,
the children who have graduated our program within the last two years and the
children who are served through our outreach program. We expect to have
approximately 250 kids participating this year. We accept all types of toys for kids
of various ages.
Save these dates for more ways to get involved.

December 1 YLPC deadline to receive unwrapped gifts.
December 8 HIS House Open House 6:30 p.m.
December 18 Wrapping Party 3:00 p.m.

Christmas Joy Offering Developing & Sustaining Our Leaders.
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to
Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of being with
those who are often overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. “God is with
us,” we proclaim. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the gift of … being with.
We give these gifts because God shows us how powerful it is to “be with.” The
power of “with” is the power God shows us in Jesus Christ. God’s perfect gift:
Emmanuel, God is with us. Let us share our gifts and celebrate our church
leaders — past, present and future.
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place,
but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well.
This offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including
supporting leadership development for communities of color, and providing
support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.
The Christmas Joy offering will be collected on December 22. Envelopes will
be available in the bulletin.

Cookie Exchange
Tuesday, December 3, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Bring 5 dozen cookies (or whatever your recipe makes). 2 dozen cookies will be
donated to HIS House, WISE Place, and to the YLPC choir concert. Please pack
these separately. You will get to take home approximately 3 dozen assorted
cookies! Bring your own container and save plastic from the land fill. A light meal
will be served. Children are welcome. RSVP to Kathleen Julian at 714-457-7380.
A good time will be had by all!
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Children’s Ministry
Emmaus Road Sunday School
During the month of November, children and youth were
swallowed up by a whale. Inside the whale, they met Jonah,
who told them his tale. In December, children and youth will
meet together for a variety of activities.
December Station Schedule
December 1:
December 8 & 15:
December 22:
December 29:

K-12 Advent Celebration in MPR
Children & youth joint Sunday School
Family Christmas Service, 9:30 a.m.
All Family Worship, no Sunday School

January 5, 2019
Children and youth, wear your pajamas (or comfy sweats) to church on Sunday,
January 5 and bring your favorite board game. Bring a pillow or blanket too. We
will gather in the multipurpose room at 9:30 a.m. to visit with our friends, play games
and drink hot chocolate.

Youth Ministry Report
The whole congregation is energized by our work with
Ministry Architects! On Sunday, November 3, 40% of our
worshipping congregation participated in a listening
conversation with our partner, Mike Crain. That’s a
fabulous turnout. Mike listened to what our kids, parents,
church leaders and church members had to say and came back
the next Sunday with a robust report. Both electronic and hard
copies of that report are available from the church office.

We have a detailed action list for the next 18
months. Our Renovation Team members, Chuck Grieb,
Julie Micheli and Karla Peterson, will work with Mike
and church members to make steady progress toward
our new, sustainable model for Youth Ministry here
at YLPC. We ask you to support this work in prayer
and look for great things to come!
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Poinsettias
Sunday, December 1 marks the beginning of the
Advent Season. As Advent approaches, we once again
plan to have poinsettias to enhance the Christmas
décor of our worship space. Envelopes will be available
in the church office and in two Sunday bulletins to
donate funds. The poinsettias are a beautiful way to
celebrate and/or honor the memory of those you love.
The donation is $12 per plant. Please have your
envelopes in by Tuesday, December 17 to be included
in our Christmas Eve bulletins.

Handel’s Messiah
Handel's Messiah Sing Along with choir and orchestra is
sponsored by Yorba Linda Arts Alliance. Come enjoy the
favorite choruses of this beloved Oratorio, and sing along with
the ones you know. Free admission and parking. December 1
at 4:00 p.m. at Crosspointe Church. Additionally, you're
welcome to join us for our annual Random Act of
Culture - singing the Hallelujah Chorus, flash mob style, at
South Coast Plaza December 7, at 12 noon, at the Jewel
Court (near Macy's).

Amazon Smile
Don’t forget to use Smile.Amazon.com for
your Christmas shopping! Simply log on to
Smile.Amazon.com and make a one-time
designation of Yorba Linda Presbyterian
Church as your charity of choice. Just make
sure to use this special site every time you
make a purchase.

Want To Be a Liturgist?
The Worship Committee is refreshing the list of people who
serve as liturgists for the coming year. Would you like to join
our team? Contact Roxanne Ford or the church office and we’ll
add you to that ministry. A training will be offered sometime in
2020.

December

Gail Brewer
12/04
Debbie McCracken
12/05
Jennifer Kordiolis
12/06
Emily Scott
12/06
Anna-Katherine Barrett 12/09
Peggy Lawson
12/09
Waine Richey
12/10
Karen Arnold
12/11
Gwen Hillskemper
12/12
Blake Schriever
12/12
Katherine Kittredge
12/13
Linda Sung
12/13
Jack Jones
12/16
Amy Barrett
12/19
Jack Jones
12/16
Doug Sproal
12/18
Shane Hendrickson
12/19
Michael Rosenthal
12/19
Carol Frazier
12/20
Jason Stokes
12/23
Kim Wisnia
12/23
Christine Collins
12/25
Lora Ragole
12/25
Jackson El-Farra
12/27
Kevin Criswell
12/28
Ann Gold
12/28
Aiden Morgan
12/28
Rose Schriever
12/31

Office Closed
The YLPC office will be closed on
December 24-27 for the
Christmas holiday.
Merry Christmas!

Session Notes from November
November Session activities included the following:
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

With the addition of 6 new members and the removal of 7, membership is now 202.
The Deacon Vice Moderator reported that they have completed their annual review of the rolls.
Following calls and a letter, the following were presented to Session and approved for removal: Joe,
Elizabeth, Elle, and Matthew Merritt, Ron Hetland, Teresa Stevens and Ron Scott.
Lynn reported she will be on vacation 11/23-12/1 and that Jim Hickman and Ila Hitt will handle any
pastoral needs.
Personnel reported that staff salaries have been evaluated and are generous compared to national
industry standards. Session approved Christmas bonuses to the staff and some non-staff workers. The
sexual harassment awareness training has been completed.
Stewardship presented the October financial reports and they were approved. We continue to be in a
very good financial position. Session approved receipt of the 2019 Endowment disbursement in the
amount of $3507. The Session also approved the 2020 Operating Fund budget.
The Worship Committee reported that set up help is needed on 12/1 for the Christmas Concert. Money
has been allocated to cover the AV wires in the sanctuary but the project will not begin until after
Christmas. The committee is also inviting volunteers to be liturgists.
Christian Ed Committee reported that the youth scavenger hunt was successful and enjoyed by the 14
youth who attended. Session approved Chuck Grieb, Julie Micheli and Karla Peterson to serve on the
Renovation team with Ministry Architects. Plans are moving ahead to refurbish the Nursery and
Preschool rooms.
Facilities shared their work order status and appreciation for the replenishing the Facilities reserve
account.
Mission Committee reported that November is Mission Month and is now winding down. The
Alternative Christmas Fair was a success as were the tamales offered for sale. YLPC’s participation in His
Picnic will cease due to a decline in attendance. Other missions, possibly with other local churches, are
being explored.
Nominating Committee had no report.
Our December meeting will include a time to celebrate the season with a dessert pot luck.
Session Respectfully submitted,
Chris Hills, Clerk of Session

October 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND Summary Results Through October, we expected to receive $386,540 and actually
received $418,770. Also through October, we expected to spend $384,620 and actually spent $359,213.
And reserved $24,740 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
505,654 $
17,375 $
178,212 $
327,442 $

$
17,375 $

Total
523,030
178,212
344,818

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND Through October, we have received contributions of $15,275 and paid
$24,432 in principal. The current mortgage balance is $202,624
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December
Upcoming Events:

Advent Celebration
PW Cookie Exchange
Christmas Concert
Single Ladies Brunch
Christmas Eve Services
YLPC Office Closed

Sunday, December 1
Tuesday, December 3
Saturday, December 7
Sunday, December 8

9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

December 23-27

8:00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 24

7:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.

Monday_ _______________________________________________________________
Church Office Closed
Hot Meals
Advent Bible Study

3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

(Second Monday of the month)

Tuesday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
Priscilla Circle
Personnel Committee
Esther Circle
Session Meeting
Improv Drum Circle

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
10:00 a.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Fourth Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday______________________________________________________________
Church Office
Missions Committee
Caregiver’s Support Group
Deacons’ Meeting
Stewardship Committee
Worship Committee

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
4:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month)

Thursday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
TLC Bible Study
Celebrate Singing
Gloria Ringers
AA Meeting
Chancel Choir

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday_________________________________________________________________
Church Office

9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Saturday_______________________________________________________________
Men’s Fellowship

8:00 a.m.

(First, third & fifth Saturday of the month)

Sundays________________________________________________________________
Sunday Worship
Jubilate
Christian Education Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

(First Sunday of the month)
(Second Sunday of the month)

December Events

December 1
Meal for a Meal
Advent Celebration

December 3
PW Cookie Exchange

December 7
Christmas Concert

December 8
Single Ladies Brunch

December 9
Hot Meals 3 p.m.
Orangethorpe Christian Church

December 18
HIS House Wrapping Party

December 24
7:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

December 23-27
YLPC Office Closed

Yorba Linda, CA 92886

19301 E. Yorba Linda Blvd.
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