Grapevine
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress;
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.”
Isaiah 25:4
At the heart of Christ’s story is the conviction that goodness is not
passive; goodness is about taking action. It’s all through our scriptures.
The law is summarized in the call to love God and love our neighbors. The
prophets urge the people to care for the poor in their midst and to act
with fairness in business dealings, so that all people can have what they
need. When Jesus teaches his followers, he affirms that loving God and
loving our neighbor is how we are to live. Then he tells parables that show
how costly and surprising that love is when it is lived out in real
relationships. The book of Acts and the letters of the New Testament
show that from its very earliest days, the Christian church was engaged in
caring for the poor and the needy. Our scriptures end with Revelation’s
vision of what the world will look like when God’s kingdom has come on
earth; there will be no more hunger, no more tears, no more sickness, no
more death.
As the members of YLPC seek to discern how God is calling us to be
active in our goodness, there is a growing conviction that we need to
engage in the issue of homelessness. It’s an issue that has literally come
to our front doorstep, and one that has touched several families in our
congregation. It’s been in the news for the past few years and the need
for action has become undeniably apparent.
Our first step in engaging this complex issue is to educate ourselves (how
very Presbyterian!). Four of us attended one of the Homelessness 101
forums that were offered in November. More are scheduled in February.
In the meantime, take a look at www.unitedtoendhomelessness.org. There
you’ll find the detailed cost study performed through a partnership
between UCI and the United Way. You’ll also see the top three causes of
homelessness in Orange County. You may find some of the results of
these studies surprising.
The issues surrounding homelessness, even for just one person, are
endlessly complex. But these people are suffering, and they are our
neighbors. If we call ourselves Christians, we must step forward in love.
With you in ministry,
Lynn.
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Red Cross Blood Drive
Saturday, January 5, 2019
The American Red Cross urges donors to give more life
by donating blood now. It is especially important during the
holiday season as donations decline as we all get busy with
holiday schedules. So, please start the new year by giving the gift
of life to someone in need.
YLPC is hosting a Blood Drive on January 5 from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Please consider joining us to help save lives! You can
facilitate your donation by registering on the Blood Donor App
available through the App Store or Google Play. Walk-ins are
welcome too! For information, contact Roxanne Ford at
mrford47@gmail.com.

Soup and Stars

Pajama Day

Please join us for an Epiphany event on January 6.
We will gather at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck soup
supper. We hope you can join us.

Boys and girls, wear your pajamas to church on
Sunday, January 6 and bring your favorite board
game. Bring a pillow or blanket too. We will gather
in the multipurpose room during Sunday School with
our friends, play games and drink hot chocolate.

Congregational Meeting
January 27, 2019
Please join us for our Annual Congregational Meeting which will be held
on January 27 immediately following worship. This is an opportunity to
celebrate God’s faithfulness in the past year and to look forward to what
2019 holds. The 2019 budget will also be presented.
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Missions Update
Just as a body, though one, has many parts,
but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12
Most of us have played in orchestras, bands or played on sports teams. If
you have, you have experienced the joy of losing yourself in the combined
effort to create something extraordinary that each of us cannot do
individually. The Mission Committee knows that everyone experiences the
opportunity to serve in different ways. Some of our congregation loves the
long-term commitment to a project and the people it serves, like Hot Meals
and HIS Picnic. Others find they can give a great deal of energy in shorter
spurts, like a day of building for Habitat for Humanity, volunteering for the
Blood Drive or bringing diapers for Yorba Linda Food for Families. All these
services are invaluable. Do you ever wonder if it would be even more fulfilling
if we had a theme – a filter that helped us chose where to put our energy, so
that like musicians in an orchestra, we can experience that joy of pulling in
the same direction together?
There are many challenges in our own community and many experts in our congregation who can help guide
us. What draws on your heart? Perhaps it is homelessness and food insecurity. The Mission Committee
welcomes you to share your ideas and perhaps join us at our meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 pm. Together we can make something that not one of us can do alone. Please join us.

Youth Ministries
This was a great year in youth group! We finished the year with a wonderful night of fellowship where
students and friends shared a meal, watched a movie, and played games together. It fills my heart to see our
very busy students taking some time to let loose and enjoy each other. Our youth also ended 2018 with new
connections to adults in the congregation, which is a beautiful thing to see. Meaningful connections have
been made during the Thanksgiving scavenger hunt, Summer Arts Camp, choir, as well as out on the patio
through kind words and conversation. I am looking onward to seeing those connections continue to grow in
2019. If you would like to support youth group in any way this year, whether it be as a volunteer for our
program or making a meal or treat for the
kids, please feel free to contact Michelle
Almeida at studentministries@ylpc.org.
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Children’s Ministry
Emmaus Road Sunday School
During the month of December, children studied the birth of Jesus through the eyes of Isaiah. They
delved into God’s promise to send a Messiah through a variety of activities. Children played a computer
game which explored the meaning of a prophet, and prophesies surrounding the birth of Jesus.
Children engaged Isaiah’s vision from God for peace by studying some famous paintings showing the
Peaceable Kingdom. This inspired some artistic creations of their own.
In January, we will study Baptism and Temptation.

Advent Celebration
Thank you to everyone who saved cans for
our Advent wreaths. Children, youth and
adults enjoyed making these on the first
Sunday in Advent!
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Chancel Flowers
Thank you to everyone who provided
chancel flowers in 2018. The new
calendar for 2019 is now up.
Sign-up in the Narthex.

January

Office Closed
The YLPC office will be closed on
Tuesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day.

Offering Envelopes
2019 Offering Envelopes are
now available in the Narthex.
If you do not see a box with
your name and you would
like one, please email Chris
at ChrisH3040@aol.com.

Carl Matthews
Phil Collins
Kendra Arnold
Dick Vouga
Scott Wooldridge
Megan Elmore
Lucille Wassenaar
Kenzi Arnold
Kelley Scott
Cindy Hebein
Rosi Rice
Lindsay Tsai

01/04
01/06
01/14
01/17
01/17
01/17
01/18
01/24
01/26
01/29
01/29
01/29

Deacon Sunday
Join us on January 13 for a celebration in
worship!

Thank you for your
commitment to YLPC's ministry.

TLC Bible Study
Bible Study. Our weekly Bible Study, TLC (Together Living in Christ)
resumes on Thursday morning, January 17.
All ladies are welcome to join us.

Session Notes from December
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

December Session activities included the following:
A time of fellowship with a delicious dinner provided by Lynn and Chris.
Lengthy discussion in regard to a letter received from Kathleen Julian, who expressed her desire for the Session to
resume General Mission pledging to the Presbytery. The Session will continue to discuss at their next meeting.
Lynn reminded Session that she leaves for vacation on Christmas Day and will return to the office 1/15/19. Pastoral
care, if needed, will be provided by Rev. Jim Hickman.
Deacons report included a thank you to the Nominating Committee for the addition of two replacement Deacons,
Rosi Rice and Betty Elsing-Bard and to Stewardship for the budget that included a 3% increase. A “Meet Your Deacon
Sunday” will be held 1/13/19. Elders asked Ila to commend the Deacons on their amazing work this past year.
Nominating Committee reported that the election of Betty Elsing-Bard and Rosi Rice. They are continuing work on job
descriptions.
Personnel reported that last year’s Christmas bonus to staff was the first in 29 years! A year-end bonus to 9
employees as well as our Treasurer and Bell Director were approved. A time of appreciation for our pastor as well as
a token of appreciation was shared.
Stewardship shared that two additional pledge cards were received bringing the total to 70 pledges for $447,847.49.
Session approved an additional principle only payment of $6,000 to the mortgage from the current balance in the
Capital Fund account. Additionally, the Session approved an additional $500 toward principle with each 2019 monthly
mortgage payment.
Worship committee reported that the hymnal fundraiser collected additional donations that allowed for the purchase
of 35 more hymnals. Most of the old hymnals have been donated to another Presbyterian congregation.
Christian Ed did not meet this month; however, they were quite busy with youth activities. The Advent Event was well
attended as was a Christmas movie night. They are working with Fellowship on the Epiphany event and will be
participating in a Scouting “10 Commandment Hike” on 1/12/19.
Facilities shared a worksheet with status updates on campus projects. Session approved spending $2,600 on the
repair of the modular porch and handicap ramp in January 2019 with funds reserved and carried forward from the
Facilities 2018 budget, and $3,999 to install a new electrical box, breaker box and 8 each 30 AMP plugs in January
2019 with funds reserved and carried forward from the Facilities 2018 budget.
Mission reported the committee’s focus is turning toward homelessness. A “Homelessness 100” opportunity will be
coming in the new year. A blood drive will take place in the new year and invited John Israel to speak to the success
of the toy drive for Oakcrest.
Lynn shared the Presbytery report for the meeting in November. She remarked that there was a touching memorial to
the elders who have passed away in the last year, including our own Leonard Sivley and Dick Wales. Lynn also
reminded elders that all annual reports must be to Sarah by 1/8/19 so that Session can review them prior to the
Annual meeting on 1/27/19.

Respectfully submitted,
Chris Hills, Clerk of Session

November 2018 FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND: Summary Results: Through November, we expected to receive $402,417 and actually
received $457,349. Also through November, we expected to spend $396,445 and actually spent $372,486.
And reserved $27,635 for funds budgeted but not spent.
Cash Position

$

Less: Restricted Funds*
Unrestricted Funds

$
$

Mtg. Reduction
Operating
428,153 $
33,099 $
182,219 $
245,934 $

$
33,099 $

Total
461,252
182,219
279,033

* Restricted funds are restricted to use for a specific purpose. These include designated gifts, program
reserves, payables, reserves for building maintenance, and reserves for unspent program budget.

MORTGAGE REDUCTION FUND: Through November, we have received contributions of $33,320 and paid
$20,144 in principal.
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January
Upcoming Events:

Office Closed
Red Cross Blood Drive
Soup and Stars
Pajama Party
Deacon Sunday
Congregational Meeting

Tuesday, January 1
Saturday, January 5
Sunday, January 6
Sunday, January 6
Sunday, January 13
Sunday, January 27

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Monday_ _______________________________________________________________
Church Office Closed
Hot Meals

3:00 p.m.

(Second Monday of the month)

Tuesday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
Pilates Class
Priscilla Circle
Esther Circle
Session Meeting

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Third Tuesday of the month)

Wednesday______________________________________________________________
Church Office
Caregiver’s Support Group
Deacons’ Meeting
Stewardship Committee
Worship Committee
Missions Committee

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(First Wednesday of the month)
6:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
7:00 p.m.
(Second Wednesday of the month)
7:30 p.m.
(Fourth Wednesday of the month)

Thursday________________________________________________________________
Church Office
Pilates Class
TLC Bible Study
Celebrate Singing
Gloria Ringers
AA Meeting
Chancel Choir

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
(Resumes January 17)
4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
(Resumes January 10)

Friday_________________________________________________________________
Church Office

9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Saturday_______________________________________________________________
Men’s Fellowship

8:00 a.m.

(First, third & fifth Saturday of the month)

Sundays________________________________________________________________
Sunday Worship
Jubilate
Christian Education Meeting
Single Ladies Brunch
HIS Picnic

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

(First Sunday of the month)
(Second Sunday of the month)
(Fourth Sunday of the month)

January Events

January 1
YLPC Office Closed

January 5
Red Cross Blood Drive

January 6
Meal for a Meal
Pajama Party
Soups and Stars

January 13
Deacon Sunday
Single Ladies Brunch at
Red Lobster in Brea

January 14
Hot Meals 3 p.m.
Orangethorpe Christian Church

January 27
Congregational Meeting
His Picnic
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